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Context of the Charter

. hﬁhmanity is regularly hit by severe natural disasters
with huge human and economic costs

« Average yearly cost in the world : 100 000 lives and
yearly cost of economic damages around US $ 100B

 This trend is worsening as population concentrations
increases in mega cities, on major rivers banks and
coastal areas

I Taking a pragmatic approach, the Charter was initiated
by CNES/ESA at the occasion of the UNISPACE Il
Conference in Vienna (July 1999)
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